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distribution of the cultivated land even at a very late date in
this central area of the Baltic civilisation; it stands out by con-
trast with what occurs throughout those outlying territories of
the Fatherland that came in the course of time to be occupied by
force and organised on a system of servile tenure, as, e.g., the
Jands lying beyond the border of Holstein and Friesland.1 This
meticulous cadastration of the cultivated lands takes different
forms in different localities, but wherever it occurs it is pre-
sumed to be a mark of servfle tenure and to have been worked
out on behalf of a coercive control of the agricultural industry
for the benefit of some form of a landed interest." It occurs
in those parts of the German territory at large that are believed
to have been acquired by invasion and held by right of prowess.
It is virtually unknown, as a survival from antiquity, in the lands
about the narrow Scandinavian waters.
In what has been said it is not intended to imply that there
were no class differences of wealth or of social consequence in
this Danish stone-age community; still less is there any ground
to believe that any form of a communistic organisation prevailed.
Neither the state of social organisation in later and better-known
times, nor the circumstantial evidence of the stone-age antiquities,
will afford ground for such a belief. So, e.g., the chief, almost
the sole, structures standing over from this period are certain
sepulchres (grave-mounds* dolmens, chamber tombs), numer-
ous, widely distributed, and elaborate, but far too few after all
to have served as the ordinary burial places of the common people,
at the same time that they will have been too costly to come within
the reach of all. They are an item of such wasteful mortuary
consumption as the common man could not compass. Plentiful
as these sepulchres are in this region, their number and capacity
shrinks to very moderate proportions when contrasted with the
1Cf. Meitzen, Siedelung wtd Agrarwesen, vol. iL part x!0 and the
corresponding pages of the Atlas. Meitzen is here referred to for the
facts only; his own inferences by no means coincide with the present line
of argument.